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COVID-19 IN MANITOBA AND FIRST NATIONS EFFORTS TO PROTECT THEIR COMMUNITIES 

As of Monday, April 27, Provincial public health officials advised that the total number of lab-confirmed 
positive and probable positive cases in Manitoba total 272 and the number of deaths due to COVID-19 
remains at six. 

Currently, there are no confirmed cases of COVID-19 in MB First Nations (FNs). Communities 
continue in their diligence and coordinated efforts to protect community members. Most FNs have limited 
access in and out of their communities and have local measures in place for the safety and health of their 
citizens. We must continue to work collectively, respect and follow measures put in place at the 
community and provincial level. 
 
Of importance for the North, the chief provincial public health officer updated public health orders which 
took effect April 17 and remain in place until May 1, 2020. These orders include prohibiting travel to 
Northern Manitoba (north of the 53rd parallel of latitude) with some exceptions. This is supportive of 
communities in the North working to protect their citizens from COVID-19.  
 
COVID-19 PLANNING AND COORDINATION 
 
Personal Protective Equipment (PPE) 
There is a world-wide shortage of PPE but as producers are working to fill this need locally and 
internationally, there will be improved supply. Overall, most communities have not raised PPE supply as 
an issue. Indigenous Services Canada (ISC) is supporting Health Centres with PPE and most have 
approximately a month’s supply. For isolation units being prepared in FNs (locations identified in 
communities for isolation and care of COVID-19 patients), the Canadian Red Cross is supplying PPE. 
Thermometers for example, have been in short supply, as supplies come in for isolation units, the Red 
Cross will be shipping them. 
 
First Nations people being tested 
In the last week, Indigenous Services Canada reported that over 700 lab tests were conducted on on-
reserve First Nation members. While each individual exhibited influenza-like symptoms, none were 
positive for COVID-19.  
 
First Nation Identifiers 
In terms of testing for COVID-19, there has been a significant development that ensures First Nations 
data is collected when testing occurs in Manitoba. With legal support and working with health systems, 
anonymized identifiers confirming First Nations cases are now in place to ensure there is data specific to 
First Nations. This will help in monitoring the impact on communities and to ensure communities can 
respond to cases in their community. The identifiers are anonymized so individual patients will not be 
identifiable in the data collected. Manitoba is one of the only regions in Canada to have a First Nations 
indicator in case contact screening.  
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https://www.gov.mb.ca/covid19/updates/index.html
https://www.sac-isc.gc.ca/eng/1581964230816/1581964277298
https://www.redcross.ca/
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Continued Health Care and Clinical Response Plans  
First Nations citizens are encouraged to maintain their health during this time and to seek medical health 
care if they need it. First Nations, Tribal Councils, the PRC Team and partners in health are working 
together to ensure there is continued access to health care in community during this pandemic. There 
are multiple working groups working in coordination for continued care in communities.  
 
Virtual care models using digital platforms (or at least phone calls) while maintaining privacy will be 
deployed in First Nations very soon. There is some initial support already in some FNs. In the coming 
weeks and as plans are finalized, more details will be shared on Clinical Care Plans, that includes a rapid 
response plan for additional clinical resources and 24/7 access to on-call physicians services for urgent 
and emergent care. Work continues on self-isolation plans with FNs. Some FNs will have self-isolation 
units on reserve and where necessary, hotels will be utilized in a number of urban centres so patients 
will have closer access to emergency care and a reduced risk of spreading to family members and 
community. 
 
Issues FNs experiencing and work to address it 
In communication through teleconferences with government, MB First Nation Pandemic Response 
Coordination Team (PRCT) and other partners, First Nations leaders and regional Health Leads share 
how their FNs are working together to keep their communities safe. They also share concerns that they 
are experiencing as a community and collectively. An example of a concern includes testing sites. There 
are not testing sites on all First Nations. ISC advised that at this time, communities with nursing stations 
and hospitals are able to have testing in community; and most southern communities are to have testing 
at provincially-run testing sites off-reserve. This is due to the availability of qualified medical personnel. 
ISC also advised that it is working with the National Microbiology Lab to establish point of care testing. 
Once there is this capacity, and if there is a need due to a possible outbreak in a southern community, 
ISC may be able to establish temporary testing sites as part of surge capacity efforts. Once an outbreak 
takes place, testing will become less necessary as all symptomatic contacts will be deemed presumptive 
cases. As some communities are significantly distanced from the nearest site, ISC and the Pandemic 
Response Team will advocate to the Province that additional sites be made available.  
 
The PRCT has teams in place to help plan and address issues brought forward by communities. Issues 
are brought forward in emails (covid19@fnhssm.com) and on weekly teleconference calls. The teams 
are working to address the issues with communities, First Nations organizations and partners in health 
including provincial health authorities, the Province and Canada. It will also bring issues forward to 
organizational leadership for advocacy: 
 
Harm Reduction, Addictions, Domestic Violence, Homelessness, Home Support for Elders off-
reserve, Support for off-reserve community members, Policing and Food Security. 
 
These are just some of the issues communities are dealing with. The PRCT will continue to support FNs 
in their work to help their community members. As part of this, Northern and Southern Teams continue 
to contact FNs on a regular basis to see if any new concerns are arising or if they need support. 
 
And finally, a reminder to all First Nation communities that we are all in a State of Emergency. Community 
members are asked to continue to follow safety measures in place for the well-being and health of our 
First Nations. If your community requires support or you need help getting further information, please 
email: covid19@fnhssm.com.  

 

We are adding many resources on COVID-19 and on issues communities are experiencing. 
Please visit any of the following websites for more information and resources 

www.manitobachiefs.com   www.scoinc.mb.ca   www.mkonorth.com    www.fnhssm.com 
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